
Spring Has Sprung:Spring Has Sprung:
the snow is melting here in Elmvale. We are preparing for a busy year and looking 
forward to see what God has planned for us in 2018 in His service. I am thankful and 
encouraged by the promise in Scripture that “with God, nothing is impossible” Luke 1:37.

At the beginning of February, Donna and I took a two-day 
trip to visit a couple of truck stops. Our first stop was in Fort 
Erie, Ontario, at the Pilot Flying J. This is a large, convenient 
truck stop; the last place for trucks to fuel up, prepare paper 
work and for drivers to rest before crossing the border going 
south or it is the first stop coming into Canada. There are 
9 fuel islands, waiting 3 trucks deep for fuel at 3 p.m. when 
we were there, and parking for 100 plus trucks. On site there 
is a large comfortable driversʼ room with a big screen TV, 
showers, a Dennyʼs restaurant, as well as a convenience 
store with supplies and fast food take-out.

The next day we drove to Ayr, Ontario, just west of Cambridge. This truck stop is a little 
smaller than Fort Erie, but still very busy, being on the 401. This stop has seven fuel islands 
and all the other same conveniences, only smaller. After having lunch and spending some 
time there we travelled to Kitchener, Ontario, to visit with both of our girls and their husbands 
for the evening.

    The Fort Erie truck stop is
the next place the ministry is
hoping to place a permanent
Meeting Place (chapel). This
will take place, Lord willing, in
the spring of 2019. Planning
has also begun for one more
Meeting Place in Ontario and
one in Edmonton, Alberta.

    A new Mobile Chapel has 
been purchased. Thanks to the
Open Road Chapels financial 

partners that made this happen. It will be ready for the spring “Joshua Journey”. The Mobile 
Chapel is a very important tool in our ministry as it gives us opportunities for exposure and 
sharing the gospel. This chapel is taken to various sites across Canada during the spring and 
fall, where there is no permanent Meeting Place. These visits are building bridges and 
contacts at each location.

God has blessed our chaplainsʼ ministry this 
past year with many contacts and significant 
gospel conversations. Several drivers realized 
their need of a Saviour and accepted Jesus 
into their hearts. I have had the privilege to 
connect regularly with our chaplains and 
volunteers by phone to encourage them, pray 
with them and help them as needed. I am 
looking forward to spending time with them at 
the Meeting Places in Napanee and Lancaster, 
Ontario, on site in the next few months.

The daily work of our volunteers and chaplains in the needy mission field of the 
trucking industry can be understood with a paraphrase of Matthew 9:36-37. “When 
Jesus saw the crowds (the thousands of truck drivers), He had compassion on them 
because they were harassed, mistreated, lonely, misunderstood, misled, had broken 
homes and marriages, like lost sheep without a shepherd. The He said to His people, 
the harvest (the drivers), are plentiful but the workers are few.” Ask the Lord of the

trucking industry to send out workers into this mission field to
introduce them to Himself, Jesus, who can give them a secure
hope of a forever relationship with God. This seems like a
daunting task, but we know a God who is able.

    “God has promised to supply all our needs according to His
glorious riches in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:19). He uses all
kinds of people to accomplish His promise to supply needs. Will
you prayerfully consider how you can be involved with us? Our
biggest needs are prayer support and monthly financial support.
We are in need of this with the goal of April 30, 2018, for the
transition into full-time service from two days a week. We are
looking forward to seeing what God has planned for us. Thank
you and may God bless you. Click here to donate now.

Your partners in ministry,
Anthony and Donna Rauws
Operations Co-ordinator
Open Road Chapels

P. S. Nothing is impossible with God; keep praying.

Fort Erie, Ontario

https://www.openroadchapels.ca/donation-form/
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